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the early years of the next century at the battle of Jena. Stein,
a foreigner from Nassau, was required to regenerate it.
The enlightened autocrats were genuinely interested in cul-
ture, and particularly fond of good music. Mozart owed a
good deal to the suggestions of the Emperor Joseph II. Joseph
himself played the violoncello in his orchestra. His mother,
Maria Theresa, often sang in the operas produced in his private
theatre at Schonbrunn or Laxenburg. Dr Burney at Munich
visited the Electoral Court, and heard the Dowager Electress
of Saxony sing and the Elector of Bavaria play the violin.
Frederick the Great was a performer of merit on the flute,
and used to console himself with it when dejected after an
unsuccessful battle. There was no opera in Berlin when he suc-
ceeded to the throne in 1740. He built a theatre, and it was
opened, with a company of " the most able German instru-
mental performers, Italian singers, and French dancers," in
1742. Thirty years later, on visiting Berlin, Dr Burney wrote:
" The King always stands behind the maestro dicapella, insight
of the score, which he frequently looks at, and, indeed, per-
forms the part of director-general here, as much as of generalis-
simo in the field." x Monarchs when they unbend are always
charming. Frederick, however, would have been noted as a
remarkable man in any walk of life. " His conversation," wrote
the Prince de Ligne, a good judge, " was encyclopaedic: the
fine arts, war, medicine, literature and religion, philosophy,
morality, history, and legislation passed, turn by turn, in
review."
After the titanic, and perfectly useless, struggle in which
the European Continental states engaged, called the Seven
Years War, the King of Prussia was accepted as the type of
hero-king. His fortitude, his constancy in adversity, his
resourcefulness and skill, his luck (all mankind admires luck),
made him almost a legendary figure. Men of letters, like Dr
Johnson, took him as their chosen hero, discussed his acts and
magnified his qualities in coffee-house conversations. Protestants
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